
Department of Florida 
Marine Corps League 

John J. Piazza Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship Fund 

 
The Department of Florida - Marine Corps League – John J. Piazza Sr. Memorial Scholarship Fund is intended to 
provide financial assistance to individuals who are members of the family of a “Florida” Marine Corps Leaguer. A 
“Florida Leaguer is a man or woman who is a regular or associate member of a MCL Detachment or Auxiliary Unit 
which is a part of the Department of Florida. They must be a parent (step-parent), spouse or grandparent of the 
individual they intend to sponsor. Florida residents who are members of the League and are on active duty as 
Marines or Marine Reservists are also eligible to apply, as are the widows and children of Marines who lost their lives 
in the line of duty. These are the only eligible applicants. 
 
Every applicant who meets the requirements of the current award year program is also 
eligible to receive assistance for up to four years. They must re-apply each year as a Renewal 
applicant. There is no requirement that the applicant finishes his or her program within the four years of eligibility. 
Should the applicant require temporary withdrawal from the program, 
after being approved for assistance, and in order to retain eligibility to re-apply for assistance, the applicant must 
submit a letter of explanation stating the reason(s) for withdrawal. The Scholarship Committee will review and either 
approve or disapprove applicant’s eligibility for future assistance. The focus of the program is to provide assistance 
to persons who are ready and eligible to enter academic or technical programs at the undergraduate or equivalent 
level in a technical program. 
 
There are two (2) types of applicants: A New applicant and a Renewal applicant. NEW 
APPLICANTS are those individuals who are making application to the Scholarship Program for the first time. They 
may have already completed a portion of their intended course of study 
but they or their sponsor may have just learned of the MCL Scholarship Program. RENEWAL 
APPLICANTS are those applicants who have received at least one Department of Florida MCL Scholarship Award, but 
no more than three, and are re-enrolling for another year of study. 
 
The Scholarship Committee at the annual MCL Department of Florida Convention, held in 
June of each year, will review all applications, which have been received via U. S. Mail and/or 
postmarked before midnight, April 30 of the current award year. Each application will be 
reviewed, discussed and voted upon by the Committee members who are present at the 
meeting. Consensus is required for every applicant’s classification. Each application will be 
assigned to one of two classifications. They are: Conditional Acceptance or Not Approved. 
 
Those applicants who receive Conditional Acceptance are fully approved for the current 
year’s scholarship award. The only condition they must still meet is to have an official 
document returned to the Chairperson of the Committee stating that the applicant is enrolled 
in the program of his/her choice as a full time student for the fall of the current award year 
term. The applicant must be attending classes at an accredited institution. Online 
schools do not qualify. Those applicants who are not approved by the Committee will receive 
a letter, which will provide an explanation for the non-approval. The major reasons for non 
approval are: failure to meet deadlines or failure to supply the information required to 
complete the Application. 

 



APPLICANT RESPONSIBILITIES: 
1.) All applicants must complete and sign a CURRENT Scholarship form. Failure to use a 
current form will result in the rejection of the application. It is the responsibility of the 
applicant, the Sponsor and the Detachment/Unit to ensure that the Application is completed 
on the current form. 
 
2.) The applicant must make sure that all the information required on the application is 
complete. The only other document required is an official proof of registration from the 
applicant’s school. Many schools will not issue this until classes start in the fall. This proof of 
registration must be for the Fall of the current award year semester, and can be sent at a 
later date, but must be received by 31 September of the current award year. 
 
3.) The committee realizes that the applicant may not be able to control all the activities 
involved in successfully completing the application form, therefore the applicant should 
coordinate completion with the sponsor to ensure the application’s accuracy. 
 

 

SPONSOR RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 
1.) Ensure that the person who is their sponsor is a member of the sponsor’s immediate 
family. No nieces, nephews or neighbors. Step children and adoptees are considered family 
members. Sponsors may sponsor spouses or self if assistance is truly needed. 
 
2.) The sponsor must show evidence to the officers of your Detachment or Unit that the 
sponsor is a legal resident of the State of Florida. A driver’s license or voter registration card 
is acceptable. If the sponsor does not have a driver’s license, an I.D. card can be secured 
where driver’s licenses are issued. 
 
3.) Proof must be furnished to the Detachment Commandant/President and 
Paymaster/Treasurer that the sponsor is a Regular or an Associate Member in the Marine 
Corps League in Good Standing. In good standing requires that all dues are paid and up to 
date or, that the sponsor is a Life Member of the League or Auxiliary. If Sponsor is the 
Commandant/President or the Paymaster/Treasurer of the detachment, the 
Commandant/President must appoint another qualified detachment officer to approve the 
application. 
 

 

DETACHMENT/AUXILIARY OFFICERS RESPONSIBILITIES: 

 
1.) Major responsibilities are to ensure that the applicant is a legal member of the sponsor’s 
family. The detachment officer is to print their name and sign the application in the 
appropriate place and provide the full and correct address where the mail is certain to reach 
the Commandant or President of the Detachment or Unit. If the Detachment officers do not 
complete the form properly, the application will not be accepted. FILL IN ALL APPROPRIATE 
BLANK SPACES IN EVERY SECTION. 

 
Mail Application to: 



 
Reggie.Nealy.Chairman.Scholarship Fund 
17600 SE 82nd Annadaled Ter 
The Villages, FL 32162 The.Villages.  

.....  

Email: rcrimefighter@msn.com 
REMEMBER ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED VIA U.S. MAIL AND POSTMARKED BY 2400 (MIDNIGHT) APRIL 
30, OF THE AWARD YEAR. LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED FOR REVIEW. 
 
NOTE: It is the applicant’s responsibility to notify the Chairperson if the applicant does not 
receive an acknowledgement of receipt of application within 45 days after submitting to the 
Chairperson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
2018 Department of Florida – MCL – Scholarship Application 

 
Today’s Date_________________________ (Please Check One) NEW__________RENEWAL_________ 
 
Name of Applicant: LAST____________________________FIRST___________________________M.I._________ 
 
Address: Number and Street_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City_____________________________________________ State___________Zip + 4_______________ 
 
Telephone #__________________________Email_____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Institution to which you intend to apply: __________________________School Year you will be entering for 
the Fall Semester? 1 2 3 4 (circle one) 
 
Applicant’s Signature____________________________________________________________ 
 
SPONSOR ELIGIBILITY AND RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT 
 
This section must be completed by the sponsor. It must then be verified and signed by the Detachment /Unit Officer 
indicated in the next section. Should the sponsor be one of the indicated officers, then a qualified substitute Officer must 
be appointed to verify eligibility of the sponsor. 
 
SPONSOR/MEMBER RELATIONSHIP TO APPLICANT (Check One) 
 
Father______Mother______Grandparent______Spouse______Self______ 
 
Name: LAST____________________________FIRST______________________M.I.______ 
 
State of official Residency____________ (Present Driver’s License or Voter Registration Card on New Applicants) 
 
Membership #________________or PLM #________________Dues Expiration _______________ (if applicable). 
 
Sponsor Telephone number ____________________ 
 
DETACHMENT OR AUXILIARY UNIT CERTIFICATION 
 
(Must be signed by appropriate Officers or Designees) The Paymaster/Treasurer and Commandant/President listed 
below certify that the sponsor is a member in good standing in his/her Detachment/Unit and the Marine Corps League. 
 
Paymaster’s Name______________________________________Signature________________________________ 
Print legibly 
I, the Commandant/President of Detachment/Unit_____________________________________certify the above 
Member is qualified to sponsor_____________________________for a 2017-2018 Dept. of FL MCL Scholarship. 
Commandant/President’s Name (Print) ________________________Signature ___________________________ 
Detachment/Unit_Name & Number:__________________________________________________ 
     Print Legibly  
Address________________________________City________________________State_________Zip______________ 
 
Mail fully completed application to: 



Reggie Nealy 
17600 SE 82nd Annadaled Ter 
The Villages, FL 32162 


